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September 2011 

 
   2 Naz Nite @ Six Flags 

 11 SDMI Training Session 

  (Ft. Smith First) 

 12 NARK District Training begins 

  (Basic Holiness Class) 

 13 Maximizing Pastors Session 

  16-17 District Menôs Retreat 

 18 SDMI Training Session 

  (Greenbrier) 

  23-25 District Womenôs Retreat 

 

October 2011 

 
 2 SDMI Training Session 

  (Jonesboro Forest Home) 

      10 Youth Ministry Summit 

      11 Pastors Appreciation @ SNU 

      15 SDMI Council Meeting 

      16 SDMI Training Session 

  (Bentonville) 

      22 NYI Council Meeting 

 

November 2011 

 
   5 Advisory Board Meeting 

 10 Maximizing Pastors Session 
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 And Then Some  

 
Perhaps you have heard the old joke about the man who was asked, ñHow long have you 

been working for the company?ò   He replied, ñEver since they threatened to fire me!ò  

 

We know his type.  We have daily encounters with lazy men and women who expect maxi-

mum compensation for minimum effort.  Whatever happened to the old-fashioned Protes-

tant work ethic? Ours is a culture of entitlement.   Industrious employees may soon be 

added to the endangered species list.  American companies no longer demonstrate the same 

kind of loyalty to their employees as they once did, and an increasing number of workers 

seem to be returning the favor by rendering a half-hearted effort on the job. 

 

Sadly, many Christ-followers have allowed the world to squeeze them into its mold when it 

comes to attitudes about work.  As Labor Day approaches, I propose that we all embrace 

the mind-set demonstrated by Rebekah recorded in Genesis 24:19.  Read the entire narra-

tive (Gen. 24) for the context.  Hereôs the  Cliffs Notes  version: Abraham made arrange-

ments to find a wife for his son Isaac (almost 40) by delegating the assignment to his chief 

servant.   Abraham makes him take an oath and swear that he will not look among the sur-

rounding pagan Canaanites but go back to his country and find a wife from his own people.  

The servant organizes a caravan including 10 camels loaded with valuable gifts and em-

barks on the seemingly impossible mission  -  to persuade some young lady to accept his 

masterôs son sight unseen, leave her homeland, and go to a strange place.  As he travels, the 

more concerned he becomes about his responsibility.  With the camels kneeling near the 

well of Nahor, he prayed for guidanceð ñO Lord, give me success today...give me a sign 

so that I will know that I am choosing the right wife for Isaac, the one whom you have cho-

sen...Lord, grant  to me a woman who will volunteer to do more than I ask her to do, then I 

will know she is fit to be the wife of my masterôs son.ò   It is likely that he had been en-

couraged on several occasions to help himself to a drink of water, typical of Eastern culture.  

But before he finished praying, a beautiful young maiden named Rebekah came and drew 

water from the well.  Sheôs about to leave when the servant requested a little water from her 

jar.  After Rebekah had given him a drink, she said,  ñI will draw some water for your cam-
els too, until they have finished drinking.ò   A thirsty camel who has journeyed a long dis-

tance can drink from 20-30 gallons of water in about ten minutes.  And the Word says, ñshe 

drew enough for all his camels.ò   Rebekah did what the servant asked her to do and then 

some! 

 

I believe this story holds an important message for all of us.  It is easy to blame greedy 

CEOs, partisan politicians, or labor unions for the nationôs current economic woes; how-

ever, I believe that some of our problems can be traced to the subtle, underlying ñminimum 

effort- maximum payò  spirit that has crept into our ranks.  Letôs take the road less trav-

eled.  As the people of God do more than what is expected of them in the workplace, we 

reflect His glory and enhance our Christian witness.  Besides,  ñand then someò  thinking 

may even improve the economy. 

  D. Randy Berkner 



www.nazarenemissions.org  
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1746 N. Independence Pl. 
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A GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVINGA GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING  
  

Since 1949, your Alabaster giving has resulted in the 
construction of: 
 4,166 Churches and Chapels 
 400 Bible Schools and School Buildings 
 564 Mission and District Centers 
 37 Hospitals and Clinics 
 419 Missionary Homes 
 1,110 National Workers Homes 
In addition: 
 1,537 Land Purchases 
 627 Miscellaneous Projects 
Your gift to ALABASTER will reap results for years to 
come.  Give generously. 

One of our goals as a district this year is to achieve 
100% giving in the World Evangelism Fund.  The World 
Evangelism Fund is our hand linking with the hands of 
missionaries and national workers around the world in 
taking the Gospel to the whole world.  To reach your 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 
your goal to reach ½ of your World Evangelism Fund by 
Thanksgiving.  God will bless your church as you be-
come fully engaged in the Great Commission. 

THE GOAL  

Making Christlike Disciples 

In Our Judea 

( n eighborhood, city, country )  

The quadrennial theme in Nazarene World Missions is to Make 
Christlike Disciples in the Nations.  This year the emphasis is 
on Making Christlike Disciples in Our Judea: our neighborhood, 
city, countyΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ōǳǘ 
it is also right here where we are.  Look around you.  Your 
mission field begins at your front door, your Judea. 

   
       Where your treasure is,Where your treasure is,  

      Howõs Your Heart?Howõs Your Heart?  
           There will your heart be also.There will your heart be also.  

  

An Opportunity to Share Christôs Love in the ñCity of Brotherly Loveò 
 

Work and witness coordinator Steve Hall invites you to prayerfully consider joining the NARK District team that will be 
serving in the inner city of Philadelphia, PA June 30-July 8th, 2012.  Cost:  $1,000 (includes transportation, lodging, 
meals, project funds, sightseeing tour and Independence Day celebration).  If youôre interested, contact Steve at 
bb1stnaz@yahoo.com.    The team will be limited to the first twenty people who register.    Applications and a $200 
deposit need to be mailed by October 1st. 
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Sunday School and Discipleship Ministries International 

District SDMI Training Tour  
 

Do you teach children, teens, or adults in Sunday School?  Are you weary and running low on creative ideas to 

keep the students interested?  Or perhaps you are engaged in a mentoring/discipling relationship with someone 

who is rather new to the faith.  In either case, you may be looking for something - information or inspiration - that 

would make you more effective as a teacher.  After all, good teachers are always teachable.  Our Sunday School/

Discipleship Ministries team intends to ñscratch where you are itchingò during the Fall Training Tour.   In an ef-

fort to equip as many as possible, Sunday evening events (6:00 - 8:30 pm) are planned at four locations across the 

district.  Nursery care will be provided at each one and Bentonville is providing activities for older children. 

 

In addition, our new NMI president Jim Lynch will be equipping our local NMI leaders and Dr. Berkner will be 

meeting with the pastors. 

 

I hope that all of you will mark your calendar and plan to attend at one of the following locations: 

Sunday, September 11th  Fort Smith First Church 

Sunday, September 18th  Greenbrier Church 

Sunday, October 2nd   Jonesboro Forest Home Church 

Sunday, October 16th   Bentonville Church 

Suggested dateðOctober 2nd 

Menôs Retreat 
September 16 -17, 2011 
Abbe House, Heber Springs  

Guest Speaker:  Matt Mosler (KARK 4)  
 

Cost:  25 for Friday Feast/Service,  
$5 breakfast, $40 Golf Tournament  

 
To register, email Randall Beaty at  

rdab59@yahoo.com or call (501) 268 -6436 

Cost:  $165 

More info at www.narkwomensretreat.com or 

Facebookñnark womenõs retreat 



Peter Kline 

District NYI President 

3115 Rhonda Drive 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

(870) 897-2432 NAZARENE YOUTH INTERNATIONAL 
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For more info related to NARK District NYI, visit www.northarkansasnyi.com  

 

NYI Calendar of Events  

 
  September  
    16  Senior Visit Day at Southern Nazarene University 
    17  Bible Quiz at Rogers First 
 
  October  
      7  Senior Visit Day at Southern Nazarene University 
   10 - 12  Youth Ministry Summit for Youth Workers at SNU 
    22  District NYI Council Meeting 
 
  November 
      5  Bible Quiz at Olathe (9 chapters) 
    19  Bible Quiz (District) 
 
  December 
      3  Senior Visit Day at Southern Nazarene University 
     2 -  3  Bible Quiz at St. Louis, MO (top ten only) 

Hereôs Whatôs Happening 
 

Now that summer camp and NYC are history, itôs time to turn our attention toward upcoming youth 
ministry events.  Itôs our hope that your involvement in the following activities will enhance your walk 
with Christ.  After all, itôs all about HIM! 

 

Extreme Reality  

2011 

 
Look for details coming soon.  

(combined event with South Ark District)  

 

Ignite  

Retreat  
 

February 24-26, 2012 
Sky Ranch Camp = Quapaw, OK 

 
Mark your calendar, invite your friends, 

and look for details on this 
Awesome event 




